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Faith 


Faith looks across the storm— 
It does not doubt 

Or stop to look at clouds 
And things without. 

Faith does not question why 
When all his ways 

Are hard to understand, 
‘But trusts and prays. 

It seeks the greatest gift 
And asks not sight; 

It does not need to see— 
He is its light. 

Above the tempest’s roar 
It hears his voice; 

And, with its hand in his, 
Faith can rejoice. 

It fears no cloud, or wind 
That it can bring; 

Faith looks across the storm 
And still can sing. 


—Author Unknown 


God’s Work 


entury ago men were follow- sachusetts. Music was enriched by 
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-ith bated breath the march of 
leon, and waiting with fever- 
npatience for news of the wars. 
all the while babies were be- 


corn. 
who could think about ba- 


Everybody was thinking 
it battles. 
one year, midway between 


algar and Waterloo, there stole 
the world a host of heroes. 
stone was born in Liverpool, 
ayson at the Somersby Rectory, 
Oliver Wendell Holmes in Mas- 


the advent of Felix Mendelssohn at 
Hamburg. 

But nobody thought of babies; 
everybody was thinking of battles. 
Yet which of the battles of 1809 
mattered more than the babies of 
1809? We fancy that God can only 
manage His world with big bat- 
talions, when all the while He is do- 
ing it by beautiful babies. When 
a wrong wants righting, or a truth 
wants preaching, or a _ continent 
wants opening, God sends a baby 
into the world to do it. —Quote. 


A Summer Hymn 


quiet of the mystic dawn, 

1e sun’s first rays on field and 
lawn, 

gentle stirrings of the breeze, 


ithin the leafy, whispering 
trees; 
me XXVIII 
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The fragrant scent of new-cut grass, 
The wavering shadows as they 
pass, 
The gurgling of the wayside rill, 
When all the world is hushed and 
still; 
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They tell us of a Power above, 
They sing our Father’s kindly 
love; 

And all his works in sweet accord, 
Confirm the story of his Word. 
The softened radiance of the moon, 

The high white brilliance of the 
noon, 
The glory of the sunset gold, 
And twilight’s calm as nights un- 


fold. 


The flowers that bloom on every 
hand, 
The stalwart trees that grace the 
land, 
The sun, the moon, the stars that 
shine, 
Declare the glory to be Thine. 


—Auther Unknewn. 


“Not Alert’’ 


Some years ago at a meeting in 
Nanking a Chinese came forward 
with much feeling. At last he said, 
“O God, forgive me. I have been a 
dummy Christian. When I was con- 
verted the devil said to me, ‘There 
are preachers to do the preaching. 
You need not bother about it. I 
listened to the devil’s lie, and all 
these years I have been a dummy 
Christian, living at ease while souls 
have been lost.” 


Suppose that everyone guilty of 
this silence would begin to confess! 
And suppose we do not confess but 
continue the neglect. 


“Not alert” to our high privileges 
to spread this faith would be a cor- 
rect report on the attitude of too 
many of us! 


—Exchancze. 
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News and Notes 


Back to Normal. We are going back 
to the regular 16 page issues next 
time, which will be a parish educa- 
tion issue prepared by Mrs. K. M. 
Ludvigsen. The three 8 page issues 
have become a regular feature during 
the summer vacation time. 


Mrs. J. P. Sorensen of Askov, Minn., 
passed away August 9, at the age of 
84. Mrs. Sorensen was the mother of 
Mrs. Pastor N. B. Hansen of Hutchin- 
son, Minn. Mrs. Sorensen was born at 
Vejile, Denmark, and came to Lindsay, 
Nebr. in 1892, where she married J. 
P. Sorensen in 1893. Mr. Sorensen pre- 
ceded her in death in 1951. She is sur- 
vived by two daughters and one son, 
seven grandchildren and _ fourteen 
great-grandchildren. Even though the 
Sorensens were members of our sister 
synod, they continued to show much 
interest in the U.E.L.C. of which they 
once were members. The last years 
she made her home with her daughter, 
Mrs. Glen Sebald of Sandstone, Minn. 
The funeral at Askov was in charge 
of the Rev. Lofgren of Sandstone. 


Pastor A. P. Andersen of Reedley, 
Cal., is now well recovered from his 
recent illness. He and his family have 
lbeen visiting at Royal, Iowa, this sum- 
mer. Pastor Andersen preached at 
Spencer, Iowa, August 21. 


Pastor Hans O. Carlsen also preach- 
ed at Spencer thissummer. We under- 
stand that Pastor Carlsen is obtain- 
ing a call in California in the Mis- 
souri Synod. 


The Iowa District W.M.S. will hold 
it’s annual business meeting 1:30 P.M., 
Saturday, Sept. 10th, 1955 at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Graettinger, Iowa. 

Pastor John ‘Schultz, Student Pas- 
tor at Ames, will be guest speaker. 

At the evening meeting Pastor 
Clarence Jensen will give an illustrat- 
ed talk on Palestine and the Christian 
approach to the Jews. 


THE NEBRASKA DISTRICT W.M:S. 

The annual meeting of the Women’s 
Missionary Society, Nebraska District, 
will be held in conjunction with the 
District Convention at Pella Lutheran 
Church, Omaha, Nebraska, September 
15-18, 1955. All local societies are 
urged to send delegates. Delegates to 
be elected by local societies in the 


ratio of one delegate for each fifteen 
members or fraction thereof. 

The business meeting will be held 
on Friday afternoon at 1:30. The mis- 
sionary program will be Friday even- 
ing at 8 o’clock. Margaret Nissen our 
missionary on the Sudan will be guest 
speaker. The W. M. S. breakfast will 
be Saturday morning at 7:30, at which 
Margaret Nissen also will speak. 


YOUNG LUTHERANS 
WORK TOGETHER 


In Southeran Minnesota a group of 
young Lutherans from eight parishes 
of different synods have been meeting 
together for the past four years. The 
name of the organization, THE IN- 
TERSYNODICAL YOUNG LUTHER- 
ANS, suggests the purpose of the 
organization, which is to promote both 
spiritual and social fellowship among 
Lutheran young people and to bring 
about better intersynodical relation- 
ships. 

The youth of today is the church of 
tomorrow. If and when mergers take 
place the church will then be hetter 
acquainted and more able to work co- 
operatively because of organizations 
such as this. In rural and small town 
areas the youth of the church often 
miss the blessings of larger group 
activities due to congregations of one 
synod being largely scattered. ISYL 
has provided us with a larger group 
in a small area and thus given us 
larger and more wonderful spiritual 
and social benefits. The organization 
has stimulated interest in youth work 
in the local single congregations; it 
has provided for a benificial exchange 
of ideas. 

The organization meets six times 
during the year at its various con- 
stituent churches. Some of its discus- 
sions have been on Courtship and 
Marriage, Dancing, Gambling, Drink- 
ing, Church Worship, Church Etiquette, 
Christian Symbolism, Bible Studies, 
Church History, and The Synodical 
Confessions of the Lutheran Church. 
Past Presidents of the organization 
are, Carol Scott of Carver, and Lee 
Smith of Belle Plaine. The present 
president is Bill Wolf of Le Center. 

The organization would be anxious 
to correspond with any existing groups 
of this type or any groups or individu- 
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als that would be interested in) 
ing such an organization. All ¢ 
pondance should be addressed f 
erend M. C. Linnerson, Carver,; 
nesota. 


THE MINNESOTA DISTRI 

CONVENTION 

The 59th annual convention Ck 
Minnesota District of the U.E.L.€h 
be held at Geneva, Minnesota 
invitation from the Community, 
theran Church of Geneva, J.E. A}. 
sen, Pastor, from October 6-9, 18 
Congregations within this d) 
are urged to send delegates to th 
vention and all pastors are exp 
to be present. 
The convention theme will be{ 
Christian Calling.’ The ‘book 
Peter will be the scriptural basi 
the convention meditations. 


W.M.S. NOTICE 

The Minnesota District W.M.S. 
conduct its annual business me 
on Friday afternoon from 3-5 | 
October 9, 1955. The Friday eve 
meeting will be in charge of 
W.M.S. Miss Margaret Nissen wi 
the evening speaker. All W.M.S.0 
izations are asked to send deles 
Mrs. John Larson, Pres 

Mrs. J. E. Andersen, Seer 


The Community Lutheran Ch 
Geneva, Minnesota, extends a co 
invitation to pastors, delegates 
friends of the Minnesota District 
its guests during the District 
vention, October 6 to 9, 1955. Lox 
and breakfast will be provided i 
homes. The other meals will be se 
in the church’s social hall. Send 
reservations to Community Lutl 
Church, J. E. Andersen, Pastor, 
eva, Minnesota. 

Chris J. Wayne, Preside 
Thorvald Sholdan, Secr 


QUAKER REPORTS BAPTIS 
BOOM IN SOVIET UNION 
Washington, D. C.—Baptist chu 
in the Soviet Union are drawing 
large crowds that many worst 
are unable to get in and often 
outside to hear the services thi 
open windows, a Quaker leader 
here, 


(Continued on page 4) 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
ligious News Service, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


JOHN M. JENSEN, Ed 
321 E. 8th Street 
Spencer, Iowa 
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oriais and Comments 


NOT MORE “FORWARD WITH CHRIST?” 


ber of people have asked us if we have any definite 
Jon about the Forward with Christ appeal. What 

esults? Let us say at once that Pastor K. M. Mat- 
fa few weeks ago gave a fairly complete picture of 
tion. Since that time some have said that they were 
Sappointed. We understand this disappointment, be- 
also are somewhat disappointed that so many con- 
did not do anything nor have they said that they 
ling to do something. 


bi 
rt 


ms to us that the appeal was evangelical in its set- 
individual and no congregation was given any quota 
i. The visitors just went out and presented the cause, 

the individual could give or not give as he saw fit. 
bur sincere hope that congregations and pastors who 
ten the results, will, if their congregation has not 
aything, at once join all the other congregations of 
fod and do what can be done. We know that a num- 
small congregations did what they were asked to do. 
Ww every congregation join the Forward with Christ 


ay be that there are some in the synod that do not 
Ihe appeal. However, the need certainly is evident. 
ew that the others have done some, why should we 
do some? 


THE DISTRICT CONVENTIONS 


‘is the time when the district conventions will be 
a1 the synod. Nearly ali of the conventions are held 
cember and a few in October. The convention of the 
tanada district has already been held. 
derstand that all the districts are now participating 
Home Mission work of the synod to the extent that 
‘nod Home Mission Board has complete control. We 
: this is good in view of the merger of our church with 
=ee churches in the near future. We also believe that 
nventions of the districts should keep that merger in 
‘when they plan the future work within the district. 
well known that 1956 will be the year of decision. 
we come to our syncdical convention next year, we 
ote on the merger. However, this decision is a fore- 
conclusion. The joint union committee has worked 
constitution and is now hard at work on articles of 
nent or union and the charter as well as the by-laws. 
kve no reason to believe but that the new church will 
-eality within two or three years, perhaps January l, 
This means that we shall have only two or at most 
district conventions of the type which we now have. 
may be things that should be safeguarded, or certain 
ies that should be written before we merge. This must 
ne within the next two years. We do not know the 
nt points of interest in each district, but it is well for 
district to prepare itself for the coming merger. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


people like to read letters. We know that letters writ- 
the editor and printed in The Ansgar Lutheran make 
interesting reading. We also know that a number of 
> think about writing to the editor, but they forget a- 
t. At the convention at Lynwood we talked to a num-~- 
rho said, “We thought we should have written you a- 
this or that, but we never got around to it.” This is 
], Therefore, we appeal to both lay people and pas- 
hat they do write, whenever they get an inspiration. 
etters may be critical both of the editor and of the 
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church and of situations in the land. They should however be 
positive and not personal. The editor is happy to receive let- 
ters of that nature. We hope that as we now begin the fall 
season that we shall receive many letters. 

By the time this paper reaches you you will be back from 
your vacation and the work in your church gets into full 
swing. During the summer you had this or that thought but 
it was not written down. Now is the time to write that idea 
down and send it to the editor. We shall be glad to print it. 

A NEW YOUTH EDITOR 

We are happy to bid Pastor John W. Nielsen welcome as 
youth editor of the Ansgar Lutheran. It is not an easy task 
to write for young people today. We suggest that not only 
young people but parents read the pages under his editor- 
ship. You might learn a few things about your own young 
people by reading these two pages. 

This is also the time when pastors and youth leaders be- 
gin to plan the fall and winter work of the Luther League. 
It is a good time to rethink the whole youth program within 
the congregation. We suggest that if you have any new 
ideas that you share them with Pastor Nielsen, because we 
know the will again share them with us. 


PLAN YOUR EVANGELISM 

When we come to the month of September, we begin to 
look forward to the fall work of evangelism in the church. 
During the summer, the work of contacting new people and 
new members must necessarily be in low gear. But in Sep- 
tember we put it in second gear and when we get into Oc- 
tober we begin to run with full speed. 

Evangelism is not the business of the pastor only. We 
know that many congregations would be greatly blessed, if 
the members would come to the aid of the pastor. If the 
members would volunteer to visit new anid prospective mem- 
bers and if they ‘will bring them to church and in every pos- 
sible way assist the pastor by prayer and by praise of his 
work, the congregation will be greatly blessed. 

We mentioned letter writing before. It would give us great 
joy if pastors and members who have evangelistic programs 
would share their experiences with us. Evangelism is an 
ongoing work in the church. But it changes all the time be- 
cause people change. Their cultural and sociological and 
economical status is constantly changed. This demands new 
methods and new approaches. But in every method and every 
approach every church has only aim—to bring the individual 
into fellowship with Christ. If you have any good suggestions, 
share them with us. 


WE READ SO LITTLE 

Dr. Gallup has conducted a survey inquiring into the 
reading habits of the American people. He learned that a 
rather small percentage read a book every year. Some did 
not read a book the whole year. This is a sad situation. We 
know that our people look at television. We know that they 
attend ball games and go to movies. We also know that they 
read magazines and newspapers. However, we are certainly 
remiss in our spiritual and cultural outlook and also in our 
ownself-improvement if we don’t tell them to readia book. In 
these days when libraries are very close at hand, and when 
the pastor has a number of good books on his shelves, we 
urge the members that they make use of every opportunity 
to enrich their own spiritual life by reading good books. 
Note also the ads in The Ansgar Lutheran. The Lutheran 
Publishing House will always assist you with any problems 
of that nature. And sometimes when you give gifts, birth- 
day gifts and other gifts, it is well to consider a book as a 


gift. 
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LOOKING AT THE CHURCH 


By M. P. 


The status quo of the church will be considered only 
in a general way and God only can give a faultless diag- 
nosis of the church. His Son, Jesus Christ, will be the 
final Judge. 


The outward appearance of the church of today looks 
very favorable. It is carrying on a quite extensive mis- 
sion program at home and abroad. It is well organized. 
In some instances perhaps over-organized. I which case 
it becomes a burden rather than a help, a seed of con- 
tention rather than a unifying agency. The finances of 
the church are cared for in a more business-like manner 
than years ago, and improvements have been made 
along all lines within the church of today. New church 
buildings have been erected here and there. In some 
instances, the architectural design is a distinct deviation 
from church edifices years ago. Some are so _ ultra- 
modern in structure that it would be difficult to dis- 
tinguish it from a factory, if it was not for the cross that 
usually appears. 


The spiritual condition is bound to vary a great deal 
depending on where you look. We can only consider cer- 
tain trends which might be indicative of the situation. 

There are those who are so objective in their spiritual 
point of view that it borders dangerously on legalism 
and a better than thou attitude. Whereas on the other 
hand you will find those who are so subjective in their re- 
ligious belief that one gets the impression that they 
think God has left it to them to save mankind. However, 
Jesus only can save from sin. 


To some extent we might be able to characterize the 
church of today by way of comparing it with one of the 
two sisters, Martha and Mary, as recorded in Luke 10:38- 
42. In doing so, would you not say that it resembles 
Martha more so than Mary?—The practical takes pre- 
cedence over the meditative. The active type of Chris- 
tian does seem to appeal to the average Amrican. Long 
sermons are no longer in demand. However, the church 
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“Although the majority of the dona- 
tions were one-ruble (10-cent) notes, It 


Bollesen 


will always be in need of both the active as well a 
meditative Christian. Nevertheless, we must not ig}! 
the fact that Jesus reprimanded Martha but commelj' 
Mary for her wise choice. i 

Let us take a look at the many different organizat}. 
within the church which have for their avowed pur} 
to serve the Lord. In some instances we would hay} 
admit that they resemble Martha more than her sj 
Mary. It is always well to remember that we must | 
let Jesus serve us, like Mary, before we serve Hin 
any branch of His vineyard. 


| 
| 
| 
"| 


more attention in some quarters than the spiritual ri 
dition. Whenever Jesus has been permitted to ¢ 
hearts, He usually also has the permission to ope 
pocket book. Yet, it is true that egotism is not ea 
overcome. Furthermore, whenever we have these dri 
can we honestly consider the results of such the 
of the spirit; or is it something obtained in a somew 
similar fashion as that of a secular organization, log 
or club? These do not object to a little religious color 
just so that no one disturbs the conscience. 

How did they get members in the early aposi 
church? “And the Lord added to their number day 
day those who were being saved.” Acts 2:47. Are we 
infer then that all we need to do is preach and tea 
she people will come to us and God will do the nr 
Not so, remember Jesus said, “Go out to the highy 
and hedges and compel Reonle to come in that my ho 
may be filled.” Luke 14:23. 

To bring them into the church is only the a 
not the end lest we lose sight of our objective. We sg 
need sermons on repentance and conversion in addit 
to sanctification. Repentance, because people still 
In the process of salvation man turns from darkness 
light, from the power of Satan to God. Acts 26:18. He 
the salvation of souls is the primary objective of | 
Church. 


political parties as such. 
is true enough that the bi 


Clarence E. Pickett, secretary eme- 
ritus of the American Friends Serv- 
ice Committee, made the statement in 
reporting to the Washington Friends 
Meeting ‘on his recent trip to Russia 
with five other American Quakers. 

Another striking evidence of a reli- 
gious revival in the Soviet Union is 
the size of collections, he said, adding 
that “tremendous bags” were used to 
take up contributions in churches he 
visited. 


In the Baptist churches particularly, 
Dr. Pickett said, the congregations 
filled these bags with paper money. 


quite a few were of the 10-ruble and 
an occasional one of the 100-ruble de- 
nomination,” he said. “The pastors 
reported they had plenty of money.” 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

ON BEING GENUINELY HONEST 
Dear Editor, 

Relative to the Hromada statement 
about “fRepublicans or Democrates— 
or Communists” (T.A.L., No. 32, page 
13, col. 2), it must be admitted that 
such an answer by the Czech was 
evasive and thus not genuinely honest. 
Every High: School student knows that 
Atheism in not involved in our two 


struggle is between “God and Mé 
but to discount the reality of G¢ 
struggle with specific organization 
antichristian forces is a dangerous 
ception and is not genuinely hones 
though it may seem convenient. 
know that the speech of the e¢ 
martyrs was neither evasive nor 
relevant whether it be in the prese 
of brethren or persecutors. Well 
they know that sinners must be sa 
as individuals, but they also ki 
what stand their Master had taker 
the presence of ungodly world poy 
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ajjn Membership Passes 
iin In U.S. And Canada 
York—Membership of the Lu- 
Churches in America passed 
en-million mark in 1954. 
“ling to the annual statistical 
y compiled by the Division 
lic Relations of the National 
: Council, Lutheran Church- 
@the United States and Canada 
d 7,117,906 members in 1954, 


7 
if 


| 
tease of 248,840 or 3.6 per cent 
e previous year. The average 
juring the past five years has 
dibout three per cent. 

Horising the third largest Prot- 
'denominational grouping in A- 
, the Lutheran Churches are 
fed in members only by the 
ts and Methodists. Of the total 
tans, 6,906,331 are located in the 
#}. States and 211,575 in Canada. 
litter are affiliated with Church- 
the U.S. 

increase in baptized member- 
lof 248,840 for 1954, distributed 
> the 177,239 congregations, rep- 
S an average increase of 14.4 
members per local church, com- 
TOM eae OO Sse linet OO, 
mn 1951 and 10 in 1950. 

the tenth consecutive year, the 
st numerical increase was made 
e Lutheran Church—Missouri 
1. Its gain of 84,625 baptized 
vers or 4.4 per cent over 1953 
ad the Synod’s total to 2,001,135. 
the past decade, it has added 
}4 members, an average of 56,- 
innually. The Missouri Synod is 
econd largest Lutheran body in 
‘ica. : 

iong the major bodies, the Amer- 
Lutheran Church for the second 
cutive year showed the greatest 
yce on a percentage basis, its 37,- 
1dditions representing a gain of 
er cent. The ALC, with 862,238 
oers, is the fourth largest Lu- 
n body. 

se behind was the Evangelical 
eran Church, which up to 1953 
he greatest gain on a percentage 
for seven successive years. It 
ted an increase of 41,112 members 
5 per cent in 1954. With 960,952 
pers, the ELC is the third larg- 
utheran body. 

> United Lutheran Church in A- 
a, largest of the sixteen, report- 
1 increase of 62,908 members or 
er cent for a total membership 
06,280. 

> number of ordained ministers 
to 15,881, an increase of 268 over 
Of these, 12,136, or 189 more 
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than the previous year, were serving 
pastorates in 1954. 

A total of 233 churches were organ- 
ized, 111 more than in 1953, to raise 
the number of congregations to 17,- 
239, while the total of preaching sta- 
tions dropped by 122 to a total of 
408. 

Property valuation passed the bil- 
lion-dollar mark for the third straight 
year with an increase of $1,223,166,922 
or 11 per cent to a record high of 
$1,238,843,998. At the same time, in- 
debtedness increased by $22,554,039 or 
16.8 per cent to a total of $156,766,470. 
In 1945 church debts amounted to 
$14,656,131, but the trend has been 
sharply upward every year since then. 

In congregational finances, expend- 
itures by the churches for local ex- 
penses increased by $21,664,038 to 
$218,214,297. Contributions to church 
work at large increased by $6,311,489 
to $54,297,470. Total expeniditures a- 
mounted to $272, 511,767, an increase 
of $27,975,887 over 1953. 

The Canadian Lutherans 

A separate compilation of statistics 
for the Lutheran churches in Canada, 
included in the foregoing figures, re- 
vealed that Canada has 211,575 bap- 
tized members and 138,338 confirmed 
or adult memlbers. They were served 
by 1,010 congregations and 88 preach- 
ing places. The clerical roll consists 
of 550 pastors, of whom 447 are serv- 
ing congregations. 

Property of the Canadian Lutheran 
churches, which are all affiliated with 
parent bodies in the U.S., is valued 
at $23,062,210, with indebtedness of 
$3,148,108. During 1954 they devoted 
$4,066,733 to local expenses and $982,- 
380 to church work at large. Total 
expenditures amounted to $5,049,113. 

The United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, our synod, now numbers 56,- 
908, a gain of 2,979 baptized members. 


Set Congressional Probe 
Of ‘Religious Junk’ Racket 

Washington—A Congressional in- 
vestigation of the “religious junk rack- 
et” promoted by dealers who mail 
unsolicited “religious articles” to A- 
merican householders with a request 
for payment or contributions will be 
conducted at Miami, Fla., in the fall. 

Rep. John Dowdy (D. Tex.) heads 
a subcommittee of the House Post Of- 
fice and Civil Service Committee that 
will make the probe. It was requested 
by Rep. Dante B. Fascell (D. Fla.), a 
member of the subcommittee. 

Rep. Fascell earlier had presented 
the Post Office Department with evi- 
dence that led postal inspectors ta 


CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


crack down on at least two big mail 
order operators in the Miami area 
dealing in “religious junk.” He said 
stricter legislation may be needed to 
curb such operations in the future. 
Sockman Urges Churchmen 

Work For Real Revival 

One of the nation’s best-known 
preachers called here for church lead- 
ers and workers to ‘urn America’s 
growing spiritual hunger into a real 
revival. 

“Religion has become the great 

vogue in the United States but a vogue 
is not enough,” Dr. Ralph W. Sock- 
man, pastor of Christ'Church (Method- 
ist), New York City, told some 5,000 
Christian educators attending the 23rd 
quadrennial International Sunday 
School Convention. 
“Our best hope of a religious revival 
is through the pew rather than the 
pulpit,” he said. “We have not enough 
preachers ... We must count on lay- 
men to do the evangelizing.” 

There could be a mighty revival in 
America within a year, the clergyman 
said, if laymen would start talking 
about their religious experience “ix 
the same straightforward way they dis- 
cuss everyday affairs.” 

Dr. Sockman said top priority must 
be given to the task of reaching A- 
merican youth with religious instruc- 
tion throug.: the church and the home. 

“Our leading educators are aroused 
to the need of moral and spiritual in- 
struction but they await guidance from 
our church leaders,” he asserted. “In 
many places, the public schools are a- 
fraid or actually forbidden to teach 
religious education. Hence multitudes 
of our youth grow up with the im- 
pression that religious instruction is 
either unimportant, unpalatable or un- 
social.” 

“Therefore, it is up to |both church 
and home to consider themselves 
schools of religion. The modern home 
can be a better religious training 
ground than the good old-fashioned 
one’, with the radio and TV potent 
aids in bringing religious music and 
drama, sermons and biblical instruc- 
tion to the fireside.” 

Urging daily use of the Bible, Dr. 
Soeckman pointed out that every great 
religious awakening had been pre- 
ceded and accompanied 'by a revival of 
Bible study. 

“Scholars have given us a Revised. 
Standard Version of the Bible in the 
language of our day,” he said. “Our 
people must now adopt a revised 
standard of reading the Bible to put 
it into the life of our day.” 
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John W. Nielsen, Edit 
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INTO HIS WORD 


A Study in Amos by Rev. John W. Nielsen 


Read: Amos 1-2 

In the opening verse of his book Amos identifies him- 
self as a shepherd of Tekoa who has received a message 
concerning the Northern Kingdom. He tells us that his 
vision occurred while Ussiah was king of Judah and 
Jeroboam II cf Israel and then further designates it as 
happening “two years before the earthquake.” Unfortu- 
nately we do not know the year of the earthquake, but 
from the mention of the kings of Judah and Israel we 
can assume that Amos made his prophetic journey 
about 750 B. C. 


Although it is Amos the shepherd who utters the 
prophecies, the messages come from the Lord who 
“roars from Zion.” Having identified himself and the 
scurce of his message, Amos begins the first of his pre- 
liminary prophecies with the words, “Thus says the 
Lord.” Eight times the phrase is repeated in rapid suc- 
cession as Amos accuses nation after nation and de- 
clares to it the punishment that it is about to receive. 
Like a mighty whirlwind his words are addressed to 
Syria, Philistia, Phoenicia, Edom, Ammon, Moab, Judah, 
and Israel. There is something ominous in the way the 
messages come. The first three nations were not related 
to Israel; the next three were distantly related through 
Lot, the nephew of Abraham, and Esau, his grandson; 
Judah, the seventh nation, is Israel’s very sister, and 
Israel herself is the last nation. It is to her that the rest 
of the book is addressed. Each accusation begins with 
the same formula, “For three transgressions, and for 
four,” which indicates that there was not just one sin 
but many. 

Vv. 3-5. The first message is directed to Damascus but 
is intended for all Syria, just as when we say, “Mos- 
cow,” but mean Russia. The sin of threshing referred to 
is the cruel treatment which she dealt upon Israel in 
warfare. For this sin she is to be destroyed and her 
people led into captivity. 

Vv. 6-8. The second indictment is against Philistia al- 
though it is delivered to Gaza, her southernmost city. 
Three other of her important cities are mentioned. Her 
sin is that she carried off a whole people and evidently 
sold them into slavery to the Edomites. For her crime 
the destructive fire of war would consume her. 

Vv. 9-10. The third prophecy is against Tyre which 
stands for all Phoenicia. She too had sold a people into 
slavery forgetting the friendly covenants that had been 
made between her and Israel by David and Solomon 
and her own King Hiram. She too would be destroyed 
by the fire of war. 

Vv. 11-12. Edom also must face judgment because of 
her cruelty in war. Her sin is especially heinous because 
it was committed against the Israelites to whom she was 
related. She too would be punished by war and de- 
struction. 

Vv. 13-15. Ammon also must answer for her terrible 
cruelty in war. Not only men but also women, even 
those who were going to have babies, had been slain. 
Because of this she would perish in a great slaughter, 
and her king and royal family would be sent into cap- 
tivity. 

Vv. 1-3. Moab also had been guilty of terrible cruelty 
in war. Her vengeful spirit had even resulted in the 
mutilation of the bodies of the dead. For such crimes 
she was to be destroyed in warfare and her rulers and 
nobles slain. 


These first six prophecies indicate that not onl 
individuals but even as nations we are held account 
for our actions, and they demonstrate the truth of}! 
sus’ words, “All they that take the sword shall pe} 
with the sword.” We must not seek to avenge oursel}’ 
It is God who will recompense. |} 

Vv. 4-5. The seventh prophecy which Amos must 
nounce concerns his own native land, the Kingdo 
Judah. Her sin is not primarily that of cruelty in 
but rather the rejection of God’s law. Many years be 
the time of Amos, the children of Israel had entered 
to a covenant relationship with God. They had promi 
to be true to Him, the Living God, and to obey His ¢ 
mandments, and He, in turn, had promised to be t 
God blessing them with every good gift. But Judah 
failed to be true to her promise. She had sinned agai 
God, and therefore she also would experience the ¢ 
structive fire of warfare which would destroy | 
strongholds. 
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It is not a small matter to take lightly our promises 
God. We as Luther Leaguers must remember that 
our confirmation we too promised to be faithful 
Him and His commandments. If we are untrue to t 
vow, we cannot expect to escape punishment. 


Vv. 6-16. The remainder of not only the chapter but 
the book concerns Israel. Because Amos had been calli 
to speak especially to her, this prophecy is longer and 
far greater detail. It reveals the terrible conditions t 
exist in Israel. The first indictment indicates that 
poor were enslaved for debt, sometimes only for not b 
ing able to pay for a pair of shoes. The people in ge 
eral were oppressed and afflicted because of the ins 
tiable greed of the wealthy. Immorality was so rampa 
that father-and son would frequently visit the san 
prostitute. This was often done at the shrines of 4] 
pagan goddess Astarte which made it a sin both of ir 
morality and of idolatry. It was unlawful to keep a ga 
ment that had been given in pledge overnight, yet the 
were those who not only kept the garments but even I: 
upon them beside the altars. Some drank wine paid as 
fine at the temple or bought with money taken from 4 
poor. Such is the dark picture that Amos had to reve: 


With v. 9 God reminds the people how He has d 
livered them in the past. He had destroyed the migh 
Amorites who had once dwelt in the land. He had I 
the Israelites out of bondage in Egypt and had provid 
for them during the forty years of their wilderness s 
journ. He had given them the land of Canaan and hi: 
raised up from their midst prophets and Nazirites. Y 
the people and their leaders had not responded in fait 
Instead they had sought to entice the Nazirites in 
drinking wine and breaking their vows and had fc 
bidden the prophets to prophesy when the latter poir 
ed out the sin of the people and urged them to repel 
Because of this faithlessness God tells them that He w 
oppress them as the loaded grain wagon presses doy 
the soft earth beneath it. At that time none shall escat 
Even the swift and the strong who pride themselves 
their speed and strength shall perish at the hands 
one greater than themselves. The skilled archer, t 
horseman, and the valiant shall be overwhelmed in th 
day of judgment. God will not tolerate immorality, ; 
justice, and idolatry neither in individuals nor by r 
tions, neither then nor now. 


29, 1955 


AND NOTES 


Continued from page 4) 

ey did stake their lives on 
and also on His vital issues, as 
ther later. 


not for us to judge whether 
Ma is a “Pink,” ‘but let \s as 
men and leaders keep this fact 
d and heart that if we are to 
our American youth maintain 
and safe citizenship and at the 
itime cultivate an attitude of per- 
kindness toward misled infiltrat- 
fommunists it must be on the 
of realism and genuine honesty. 
lEitheran churchmen we do not 
ap with fanatics, but neither will 
e turncoats or Jellyfish. Sane 
ound Americanism became char- 
istic or ouh synod right from the 
lof G. B. Christiansen and Chr. 
a , our early leaders. 
| Salt Lake City, Utah 
James C. Peterson 


AGAINST THE UNIVERSE 
had a good time when I was a 
|,” a man said to me recently, 
since then nothing has turned 
fas I had hoped it would. I used 
pect a change of luck would 
'me out of my troubles, but 
it just seems I’m up against it.” 
is problem is a common one for 
an who has not taken God in- 
life. There are positions from 
h no change of luck can deliver 
1an. It isn’t just their circum- 
ces which are twisted, but 
‘e is something radically wrong 
ain themselves. Yes, they are 
against it.” 
ip against what? Up against 
mselves, up against God, up 
inst life, up against the universe. 
m these realities there is no 
ape. Men, to live well, must 
<e their peace with the ulti- 
es. An old Persian proverb says 
y, “When the egg fights the 
<, the yolk comes out.” 
Be ye reconciled to God” (2 
. 5:20). Confess your sins, de- 
‘e your need. In Jesus Christ 
will find not merely the Man 
kindness, of patience and of 
rage. In Him you will see God’s 
d stretched out to save you. 
1 not only calls to you, He came. 
made Himself one with man in 
his sorrows and _ afflictions. 
‘ist came to share His Father’s 
> with all His creatures. 
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Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
uyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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If you know you need a Saviour, 
be sure He is not far from you. Lift 
up your heart to Him and say: 


“Nothing in my hand I bring; 

Simply to Thy Cross I cling.” 

“Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 


—Exchange. 


Russian Elected Baptist 
Alliance Vice-President 


London—The Rev. Jacob I. Zhid- 
kov, chairman of the All-Soviet Union 
of Evangelical ‘Christians (Baptist), 
was elected a vice-president of the 
Baptist World Alliance at its golden 
jubilee congress here. 


Mr. Zhidkov was a member of an 
eight-man delegation from the Soviet 
Union to the Congress. 


Russian Churchman Asks 
Stress on Christ as Savior 


London—A Russian Baptist church- 
man said here that “people today wor- 
ship Christ as a teacher of ethics but 
not enough as the Savior.” 


The Rev. Alexander Karev, general 
secretary of the All-Soviet Council of 
Evangelical Christians (Baptist) ad- 
dressed the golden jubilee congress of 
the Baptist World Alliance on “Christ 
in the Church.” 


He told his listeners he was speak- 
ing exactly as if he were in his own 
church in Russia. 


Mr. Karev paid warm tribute to the 
work of American evangelist Billy 
Graham who attended several con- 
gress sessions. 


The Soviet churchman said he had 
heard Mr. Graham address two gather- 
ings in Stockholm and was convinced 
vast numbers had been, and would be, 
brought to an acceptance of the Chris- 
tian faith as a result of the evangelist’s 
activities. 


THE IOWA DISTRICT CONVENTION 


The 58th Annual convention of the Iowa 
District UELC will be held at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Graettinger, Iowa, Sep- 
tember 8-11, 1955, Rev. Arthur Sorensen, 
Pastor. All the congregations are urgently 
cequested to send full delegations. Friends 
ire cordially invited. 


Business agenda: Proposal for Home Mis- 
sion Extension, Stewardship and Budget, 
Blection of Officers, ete. 


Dr. George Forell, Professor at 
University of Iowa, convention guest. 


Pastor C. M. Videbeck, Pres. 
Pastor Wesley Anderson, Sec’y 
Program Enclosed 


State 


IOWA DISTRICT CONVENTION 
INVITATION 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Graetting- 
er, Iowa, extends a cordial invitation to the 
delegates and members of the congrega- 
‘ions of the Iowa District to be its guests 
during the 58th Annual Convention, Sep- 
tember 8-11. Lodging will be provided by 
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the members of the congregation. Hotels 
and Motels are not available within the 
immediate vicinity, but reservations can 
be made in these accommodations if neces- 
sary. Please send your reservations for 
lodging to: U. EH: i. ©. Convention, St: 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Graettinger, Iowa. 
Cards for this purpose are available from 
your pastor. 


Arthur W. Sorensen, Pastor 
Gerhardt Jensen, President 


Atlantic District Meets. The Atlantic 
District Convention will be held Sep- 
tember 1-4, 1955 at Salmonhurst, New 
Brunswick, Canada, with St. Peter’s 
and Bethany Lutheran Churches as 
host, and the Rev. Fred V. Jensen, 
pastor. The convention theme will be: 
“Ye Shall Be My Disciples.” All con- 
gregations are urged to send full dele- 
gation, one delegate for each fifty con- 
firmed members or fraction thereof. 


Elmer W. Anderson, Dist. Pres. 
izic E. Christensen, Dist. Sec’y. 


Members of the Atlantic District: 


St. Peter’s and Bethany Lutheran 
Churches extend a cordial invitation 
to all pastors, delegates and friends of 
the Atlantic District to attend the Dis- 
trict Convention to be held in Salmon- 
hurst, New Brunswick, September 1-4, 
1955. Delegates and visitors are asked 
to notify Pastor Fred V. Jensen, Sal- 
monhurst, N.B., Can., of their inten- 
tion to attend. Sincerely, 


Niels K. Jensen, President, 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Hans Christensen, President, 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
Fred V. Jensen, Pastor. 


ATLANTIC W.MLS. 


The annual meeting of the Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society, Atlantic 
District, will be held in conjunction 
with the district convention at Salmon- 
hurst, New Brunswick, on September 
Ist thru September 4th, 1955. 


All local societies are urged to send 
delegates. Delegates to this conven- 
tion shall be: 


1. Members of the executive board. 


2. Members of the literature com- 
mittee. 


3. Wives of pastors of our district 


4, Delegates elected by local societies 
in the ratio of one delegate for each 
twenty-five members, or fraction 
thereof. 


A short preliminary business meet- 
ing of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety will be held Friday morning at 
11:30 am. to 12:(0 p.m. The business 
meeting will be held on Friday after- 
noon from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. The 
Women’s Missionary Society program 
will be Friday evening at 8:00 p.m. 
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Chil- 
Total dren’s 
Received Homes 


School General Home Indian Utah 
Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission 


Previously acknowledged PR es te oo gee [| 22681.45]| 1819.26] 6513.51| 1768.33] 6318.25/1660.35| 155.07] 9 
Pasadena. Calif., Bethany Ev. Luth. "Chur re he ee ae ! 303.09] | 13.09| 100.00 50.00: Braet iF 
Austin, Texas, Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Simonsen in memory of Kris M. Over-! ; sai i 
gaands Chica eon ililie ance BS A Ae IRE ES REE Sloe. cutdtn 5.00 
Greenville, Mich., St. Paul’s Luth. “Chureh in. ‘memory of Otto E. Ander- mAs | 
sen, father of Rev. Leo H. Andersen i, 10.00 
Klkades, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Delos Walke in memory of ‘Otto BL . Andersen,} hone | 
father of Rev. Leo H. Andersen, Greenv lle, Mich. EER cit: 1.00)| 
Caruthers, Calif., Our Savior’s Luth. Church TT rrr cae Condes ocho. 28.385 
Easton, Calif., “R. C. Pedersen, mother and sister in. “memory Of MrgsieAnyencdexc 
Pe wih ee ae Ati Sewer aes fabciia ses, a¥elndPnd tes ieauapatie seh eet nee le REE amen eer ean en i 3.00 
Kenmare, N. D., Nazareth Luth. Church ..... 161.33 
Cedar Falls, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church 5 350.09! 
Poy S ppi, Wis., S. S. of First Lutth. Church | Cena ENE Sich nee! i 22.78 
Verdigre, Nebr., Aksel M. Nelsen and Mr. and Mrs. Julius Waechter in ........ 
memory of Mrs. Walter Matthie en, Minden, Nebr. P 2 Fe Sac eae tT 10.00 
Cushing,, Wis.,. Cushing Lutheran Church in memory of Pastor Anders) ...... 
Ara R2 Tig) No 0 Ring Adega tw sell ramet een eee eee ee Oath atmo earn titted seiendt inc 5.0.00 
Cushing, :;Wis., Cushing TBE Ys clap On COT el omen anit ns AR a aM nc PARE Ger oie Ata’ 156.00 
Clifton, aL; Cli fton Luth. Ladies A’d . a vnedasin tl tna ee AA tone Ten ee ae oe 6.44] |. 
Easton, Calif., in memory of Priscilla Juhl of Immanuel Church: Mr. ......... F | 
and Mrs. Anders Rosendahl $5, an WMIANLE Cel Vern Hcl Vlereve emai weccteunans LOLLO 
Nicola, lar, Juadies; Aid of (St. Raulis) Dbutny, Cliumchin we. semen ar ess on QA Tih. 
Omaha, Nebr., Mrs. E. M. Nielsen nn Julia Nielsen of ‘Pella Church LA ye | 
memory of sRastor. Anders: Elansen «a || 0... veehe eee reas | 500 
Blair, Nebr., the Luth. Guild in memory of James” Sorense 1 Sas Rrense, 3} 5.00] 
Chicago, Ill., M. Rolsted in memory of Morrids Jensen, Standard, ‘Alberta, , | 
CERO ss, eh, Co RnR CRE ire neon Cee ee ea Fe Rin DME MES OM Bice ee er enicnn wae cosas 5.00! 
Minneapolis, Minn., the Luth. Bible School for Rev. A. R. Petersen §.33\|| 
Scranton, Ia., Mrs. Dale S. Christensen in memory of George Christensen) 10.00 
Ord, Nebr., SORA w PFU CME GONE cot Ga ameter ese oe easter a ore eel 100.00) 
Blair, Nebr., Esther and Clifford Madsen in memory of ‘Rev. Anders Han- ) } 
iN de, alee be nn Aelita EO re ae NER Ce em RE Yn | 5.00'| 
Waupaca, Wis., Bethel Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. Anton Peterson 2.00]! 
Cakland, Calif., Mrs. Peter C. Mortensen in memory of Mrs. Anna Ha- “ | 
een Casper, St. Pauwl,- Minns ©.0.).ccec ee ee se S| SANE Nips : SS 
TOTAL 23960.62|| 1958.68] 6909.95] 1938.33] 6651.710'1703.10| 162.85] 
South Ge 
SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Fe 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mi: 
Previously acknowledged CEE gee 80} 1954.69] 1112.89] 4182.82 30.00 48.80/17644.30 
Pacadena, Calif., Bethany Ev. Luth. earch 26.90 
Blk Horn, la., Mr. and (Mrs. Chris L. C ‘hristensen for the ete ae 
tal Parkijuli (Mission . _ BN Rs oat Seeks fo LO OIOO: 
Rutland, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Roger Isacson, Mr. and Mrs. INOT= sme 
land Isacson and Cleland Isacson in loving memory of 
grandmother, Mrs. A. C. Johnson i. kis Sak LEROO NI cere 
Friends from Rutland and Humboldt in memory of Mrs. A. C, é | 
Johnzon toward a new church in Japan ....... wagaege tench ieee | 15.00) 
Flaxton, N. D., United Luth. Church, offering at meeting by | .............. 
EUG aie INIGN Clara muttetattr eaeeceny scle et oe tanncnumnes tee ctionic mmm eit ber merge H 45.29 
Selma; Calif., Mr. and Mrs, L. on Nelson in memory of Anna * 
ONY A SLAIEST eh aah Ue ee RMR aoe Ae, AoA an a Rene Reb Rar neeso  aemosiaee ceide corner boaiceGrena Seciner | 10.00 
eenimcines NGID. uNaezaretihn dauthin (Circles. c.)eseeemnmetecn es 107.00} 
Waupaca, Wis., Trinity Luth. S. S. | oe 
Kenosha, Wis., C. P. Heide of St. Mary’s Ev. Luth. “Church ..... 1000.00: 
lowe: Dictrict Junior Campo “OPL6TINS Ai suc orcaner tf LS0s007 
Sidney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Lund in “memory of Pastor ieee 
ENT ets ayristial mS OTe neers a Pein cit tress feet nts cat Rt ene ee meee | 2.00 
Selma, Calif., Pella Luth. S. S. in memory of Mrs. “Arthur Jen- | ess 
SCT ee A Bk he cin PSRTE Nc GRUNER cy tetas en ia ese dapat ais iinee ca AS ee SS \ 82.84] 
Saxeville, Wis., Stone Luth SS. sane tee 12.10|| 
HarjJan, la., a friend of the misson for support of a student at 
Kobe, Japan, under Dr. Winther ; Breet 80.00) 
N. Dak., Trin‘ty Luth. Church, Kenmare and Zion Luth. Chureh, }..... eee 
Norma, offering at mneeting by Rev. L. Neve 4 58.251) . 
Minden, Nebr., Bethany Ladies Aid for Margaret Nissen’s sal-|...... ie Mig 
ary DSN RNS HON Se eon ey Lae Ataers HoT TER, eT OORe AR oaneiie ae aero 3.001] 
Raicne, Wis., Our Savior’s W.M.S. in memory of ‘Rev. Alfred 
Thompson ; fe : EMMI aes eon 
Minneapolis, Minn., “Mr. and Mrs. Chris Jensen in memory of a 
Lars Rasmus “sen, Standard, Alberta, Canada | 5.00! 5.00 
MouvAMy 131065.80)| 4484.83] 2 17644. 30, 82 
PLEASH NOTH: In the Ansgar Lutheran No. 30 was a gift of $6.75 from Olivet Evening Guild, which should have been a Life N 
bership tor Mrs. Alfred Thompson. 


In a late number of the Ansgar Lutheran was a $2 pift from Inga S 


memory of Mrs. P. N. Thomsen. 
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